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ideas. Doubtless there is a general submission to
this process, and an impression even among those
who dislike it that it will go very far. But when,
the causes of this state of feeling are examined, they
appear to arise in a very small degree from intelligent
conviction, but to a very great extent from the
remote effects of words and notions derived from
broken-down political theories. If this be the truth,
or even an approximation to the truth, it suggests
some very simple and obvious inferences. If modern
society be not essentially and normally change-
able, the attempt to conduct it safely through the
unusual and exceptional process of change is not
easy but extremely difficult. What is easy to a man
is that which has come to him through a long-in-
herited experience, like walking or using his fingers ;
what is difficult to him is that in which such expe-
rience gives him little guidance or none at all, like
riding or skating. It is extremely probable that the
Darwinian rule, " small changes benefit the organism,"
holds good of communities of men, but a sudden
sweeping political reform constantly places the com-
munity in the position of an individual who should
mount a horse solely on the strength of his studies in
a work on horsemanship.

These conclusions, which I venture to think are
conclusions of common sense, go a long way to ex-
plain a series of facts which at first sight are not